Some observations from one of our team
Proposed Statements are not as juicy as OK ! magazine, not as thick as phone directories and not as practical as shopping lists - yet they have a certain appeal. 
They also have a predictability that is reinforced by my experience. I see all sorts: Woolly, fluffy, wordy and invariably unlawful. 

They fail to specify, fail to include vital details and fail to do the job that the law intended and that parents and children desperately need. 
My initial training at IPSEA introduced me to the concept of regular. ‘Christmas is regular and so is Haley’s Comet’ suggested the inestimable John Wright (part of IPSEA’s legal support team). So just how regular is regular? 
A statement must be specific. It must tell us exactly how often something is going to happen.

I have seen a statement that referred to a child’s prettiness – and another that spoke about the child’s ability to throw objects with accuracy.  If getting a statement right was not such a serious affair, the range of out-of-place and unsuitable phrases that I see on them might be funny. 
But statements are extremely important and parents often need help and support in order to make sure that they are right for their child.  

Thankfully IPSEA provides the expert advice and support that parents so desperately need. IPSEA works with parents (by providing two telephone help lines and tribunal casework support) and with SEN professionals (by delivering training) to make sure that statements are objective, specific and professional. 
